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’Tis in Difputes, as Streams, —— The ffnootheft Flow" 


Carries moft Depth, and Strength, yet works below : 


While the rough, rumbling, arguing, fputtering Rill 





Is fill infulting 


but, zs fhallow, /iz/l. 


IGNOT. 





Fripay, AUGUST 29. 1735. 





To the Author of the PROMPTER. 


44422 CANNOT calily defcribe the Plea- 
=r 2—y fure, wherewith I approv’d (in 
iS your late Paper, concerning 
fome indecent, and paffionate, 
Debates, at the ORATORY) the 
Severity, and Juftice, of your 
x Satire, againft That petulant and 
: OF impatient Arrogance, which it is 
become a Fafhion to iudulge, not only in Difputes, 
of Conference, or privace Entertainment, but, in 
Thofe, too, of i ublic Confequence ; Thofe of 
our Relizious, and Political, EsTABLISHMENT. 

It fhocks me, with too zear a View of Human 
Weaknefs, when I fee how difficult it is for Men 
engag’d in oppofite Opinions, Interefts, or Purfuit, 
to keep their Reafons free from Virulence, and their 
Replies from Animofity. — This Blindnefs, in our 
Pride BENIGHTS Our Underftanding : and mifrepre- 
fents CoNVICTION, as an Enemy we ought to frike 
at, when It is, indeed, the zaked Body of That 
TRUTH, we are in Love with, and in Search of, 
and which we fhould, open-arm’d, embrace, if we 
allow’d ourfelves to SEE, and KNow, her. 

To infer a Gexeral Depravity, from Particular 
Licentioufnefs, were neither Jogical, nor rational, 
Juftice : and, yet, there feems, when we confider 
Things, difiujely, to have been zational Periods, of 

OLITENESs, and of BARBARISM, which might al- 
moft juitify a Suppofition, that I//-manners, in De- 
bating, like I// Modes in Living, draw their Origin 
alike, from fome Defect in Government; or un- 
difcern’d Remiffuefs, or Short-fightednefi, in Admi- 
niftration. 

THE Weeds of INsoLENCE are very zatural 
Growths, upon a Soil of Lrserty: But, it is a 
CULTIVATOR’s Task to give the vegitative Virtue 
full Employment, in {upport of Nobler Products. — 
The «/eful Grains ( shiek fown) wou'd choak /poxta- 
neous Trumpery.— And Knowledge, Genius, Ele- 
gance of Manners, and Humanity, once, zofic’d, 
and ENCOURAG’D openly, wou'd take away all coarfe, 
and dangerous Neceflity of PUNISHING, in order 
t0 eradicate their Contraries. 





To prove, at leaft, that Moderation has its 
Charms, and that there is Power in this amiable 
Virtue, to refift, and triumph over Provocation, 
Give me Leave to entertain your Readers with a 
beautiful Example (even in a Churchman!) from a 
Letter, written in the Year 1657, in the Heighth 
of all That Bétterne/s of Soul, which turn’d the Fa- 
ther’s Sword againft the Sox, and rent in Pieces the 
divided Nation. — And, let me add, too, this Re- 
mark, — That the Ca/mne/s of an undifturb’d, and 
generous, Reafoner, feems to beautify his Stile, as 
well as animate his Argument ; For, when we 
weigh the Wit, the Language, and the Grace, of 
this fine Writer, againft the Stiffne/s, and Formality, 
fo fafhionable, fourfcore Years ago, we muft affign 
fome Caufe, to an Effect fo extraordinary. 

THe Letter, was written by Dr. Wren, at fthat 
Time, if I miftake not, Warden of Wadham Col- 
lege, to a Friend, who had defir’d his Judgment, 
upon Harrington’s COMMONWEALTH of OCEANA. 


SIR, 


AM to give you Thanks, for the Occafion you 
have furnifh’d me, of reading The Common- 
wealth of Oceana. I find That Book fo much the 
Difcourfe of good Companies, that wot to have 


feen it wou'd expofe a Man to fome Shame : But, 


to deal freely with you, I have Caufe to complain 
of your Severity, in impofing on me a Neceffity to 
fend you my Thoughts about it. For, in a Matter, 
of fo obfcure, and intricate Speculation, as the 
Principles of Government, it will be difficult ot to 
lofe the Way: efpecially, to one, who is little con- 
verfant in the Reforts of Learning, and Experience. 

YET, to fhew you, Sir, that I allow not my own 
Convenience to be an Exception, againft your Com- 
mands, you thall, with This, receive fome Papers ; 
and, in them, an Account, of Things, wherein 
either Mr. Harrizgton’s Wart of Demonftration, or 
my own Want of Capacity, has noc fuffer’d me to 
receive Satisfaction. 

Men; Sir, whofe Good-fortune has diftinguifh’d 
them, by your Friendthip, are not more in Love 
with amy of your Virtues, than with That generous 
Freedom, you have Firmnefs to maintain, in an Age, 
fo over-run with Pafjioz and Sowerne/s, — It is not, 
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with you, enough for,.the Rwiz of a Man, to be 
told, He is of fuch a Party, or Per/uafiou. — But, 
Merit, and TrRuTH, in whatever Couztry they 
were brought up, areconfider’d, as your weareft Re- 


lations. — You owe this Exemption to the Preroga- 


tive of your Fudgment; which, being able to pajs 
Sentence upon every Particular, needs take Nothing, 
iz grofs, upon the Credit of FacTIQn. 

THe Knowledge of this cawdid Impartiality in 
your Temper, convinces me, that, tho’ I had in 
Charge from you to opjecr what I cowd to Mr. 
Harrington's Oceava, you will indulge, me, never- 
thelefs, in the Liberty I take, of telling you, It zs, 
in many Thins, praife-worthy. — It has a {prightly 
Expreffion; a fort of Oratory, becoming a Genzle- 
man: Good Remarks, out of Hiffory; and a Judg- 
ment, not ill-founded, on paft; and prefent, Po/icy, 
were it not for a certain Violence, in drawing all 
ThingsAnto Servitude, and compelling them into his 
Hypothefis. 

Havinec, thus, lect you know, that I do not 
meanto fall out with the whole Book, It is fit I in- 
form you, next, what Part of it I refolve to at- 
tack: And, in This, I hall direct my Choice by 
an Imitation of good Greyhounds, who, tho’ let flip 
at the Herp, will rwz at none but the LEADERs. 

Tue firft Part of his Pre4minaries is what I fhall 
aften on : being the Ground-work of the whole 
Difcourfe ; and, confifting in a Debate of univer- 
fil, and rational Notions of Goverment, aflerted 
from ExAMPLEs, in the Greek, and Romaz, Hiftory, 
will become, very properly, the Subject of a Dz/- 
quifition. 

Nr. Harrington, in his Model of a Commenwealth 

has, very wifely, by tranfcribing Her Orders, put 

himfelf under Protection of the Republic of VE- 

NIcE ; againft whom [ have no Inclination to make 

‘War: at this Time efpecially ; when It might look 

like an Aliiance with the TuRK, who is the Com- 
anon Enemy of Chriftendom. 

In making out my Defigu, I have been able to 

. difcover no properer Method, than to follow Mr. 
Harrington, Foot by. Foot: SETTING DOWN the 
Paffages, to which Every Thing refers; tho’ I am 


fenlible how difadvantageous This is, by cutting off 


all Freedom, and Elegance, of Expreffioz, which 
can no more be expected from one who #ies him- 
felf to (ugh a Method, than the Grace of High Dan- 
cing from a Prifoner, in his Fetters. 

BestpEs — whereas to read it over, with the 4f- 
tention, which is neceflary for uxderftanding it, is 
more than a Book can often obtain, size will lie 
ftill more at Mercy; becaufe, to make Senfe of, it, 
there will be, alfo, a Neceflity for reading fo much 
of Mr. Harrington’s as [t pretends to aufwer. 

Bur, I befeech you, Sir, — Are not We, Writers 
of Politics, fomewhat a ridiculous fort of People ? 
— Is it not a fine Piece of Folly for Private Men, 
fitting in their Clofers, to rack, and perplex, their 
Brains, about Models of Government ? — Certainly, 
our Labours furnifh a pleafant Recreation, to thofe 
Perfons, whe, fitting at the He/m of Affairs, have 
acquird, by their large Experience, not only the 
Art, bow to rule; but a Comprehention of the 
Nature, and Foundation; of Government. —— To 
THEM, I believe, we appear juft as wife, as the 

* Philofopher, who reade Lectures concerning military 
Difcipline, to the Greateft Commanders of the Age, 
which He dreamt in. 

.To exempt me from, this Cenfure will be a Kind- 
nefs It is in your Power to do me, by imprifoning 


thefe Papers. —- They are, I confefs, fo adfoluteiy 
yours, that there remains with me no Power over 
them, further than to beg, that your Favoxr to 
Them may prove no Injuftice to their Author. 

T aM not ignorant with what Artifice Mr. Har- 
rington has courted Oppolition: and yow have told 
me, that He has profefs’d himfelf nor capable of 
any kinder Obligation, than the Receipt of Opyxc- 
TIONS, againft what he has publith’d: upon which 
Account, I fhouw’d think it reafonable to expect, 
that thefe Auimadverfious thowd give him ncither 
Offence, nor Provocation. — And, yet, I am not 
without Sufpicion of a contrary Effedé: Since [ 
have feen, by his Rigour to Dr. Ferne, that Mr. 
Harvington is of a Nature, that does not very wil- 
lingly admit of Oppofition. 

In Earneft, Sir, to fpeak frankly, — His Ufage 
of the Dodfor, appears, to me, very barfh. I can 
fee it in no better,a Light, than his preffing a Gen- 
tleman fo far, as to whifper a Challenge in his Ear, 
and, then, with the He/p of his Servants, making 
an Uproar, and Street-Debate, of That which onghz 
to be decided ix the Way of Hozour. 

Yer, I fhall not be liable to this Danger : both 
becaufe it is likely he will think me below bis Re- 
venge ; and becaufe, as he does not kvow me, He 
will be at a Lofs how to point his Refentment. 

Ir, then, you fhou’d happen, at any Time, {0 
to difpofe of thefe Papers, as that they occation 
Mr. Harringtox the Trouble of perufiag them, I de- 
fire He may a//fo know, that they were wrote by a 
Perfon, who, tho’ he agrees zot with His Fudzment, 
has a great Re/pect for his Parts: by one, who 
neither is, nor wifhes to be, within the Reach of 
His AGRARIAN: and by one, if you pleafe, who 
is None of Thofe Univerfity Men, whom he ap- 
prehends to have been about his Ears. 

Bur, perhaps, 7's Declaration was zeedle/s : fince 
it may be hop’d, Mr. Harrington does not, yet, 
think {0 meanly of the UNIvERsrTyY, as to charge 
fo flight a Piece upon any of its Members.—How- 
ever | may have mif?aken, in my Apprehenfioris, con- 
cerning Government, I give it you upon my Word, 
Sir, that I know very well what belongs to Obe- 
dience: of which you will, at all times, receive Te/ti- 
mony, when you pleafe to honour with any of your 
Commands, 


The moft Humble of 


Your faithful Servants. 





No Man, after reading this Letter can refufe his 
Veneration to the beautiful Serenity, of That Force 
It is filPd with. Such a Conqueft over our/elves 
feems to intitle us to a Vicfory over our Enemies. — 
Reafon, arm’d with this Sagacity, yet, gracd with 
fo much Calmmefs, and advanc’d with fuch DIsPAs- 
SION’D Exergy, takes Poffeflion of a Readers Mill; 
prepares his Wi/bes, and his Expectation ; and brings 
over Prejudice from the Enemy’s Side, to a mew, 
tho’ almoft imperceptible, Adherence. 

Wuar a Figure, then, upon the Comparifon, will 
our CuurcH, and SraTe Writers, op both Sides 
the Queftion, make, in the Judgment of umbia/i'd 
Thinkers ! —. Men, whofe Pride and” Impatience 
cannot /ubmit to Contradiction, yet, beffow it, with- 
out Moderation, or Decency ! who calumniate the 
PERSON of their Opponent; as if they wou'd 4i/- 
grace him into their Opinions, by Asus, and DE- 
FAMATION ! 
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Printed for T. Cooper, at the Globe in Pater-nofter Row : 


Where Letters to the AUTHOR 4 


taken in. And where the former Numbers may be had. 
| Price Two-Pence. ] ° 
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